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“Good stories deal with our moral struggles, our uncertainties, our dreams,  
our blunders, our contradictions, our endless quest for understanding.  

Good stories do not resolve the mysteries of the human spirit but rather describe and expand up on those mysteries.” 
Tim O'Brien 

 
This course for identified GT students provides preparation for college-level reading and writing, measured by success on the AP 
Literature and Composition exam. A willingness to commit to clarity/precision in writing and complexity/deep connection in  thinking 
will serve you well both in this class and beyond your formal schooling. 

 
Although your summer reading suggestions are not technically REQUIRED, I strongly, strongly urge you to read these works before 
the school year begins. I promise you won’t regret it. A foundational “first-read” familiarity with the texts will set the stage for deeper, 
more gratifying study when we engage with them as a class. 

 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS 

• Read the assigned texts. These have been selected carefully, and without reading, you cannot expect to improve your 
reading skills. If you do not intend to do the reading, please consider a different English class. Spark Notes and similar 
resources are no replacement for experiencing the work, nor do they encourage independent analysis.  

• Come prepared to think. Your literary studies will be as superficial or as rich as you yourself make them.  
• Complete your work on time and to the best of your ability. I work hard for you. I expect you to work hard 

for yourself. Slapdash work helps neither your understanding nor your GPA.  
• Invest yourself in the course, ask questions, and carry your own weight.  

 
On a more personal note, may I recommend that you begin your college application activities over the summer, particularly the early 
drafts of your essays? Application season can be quite demanding and intense, and having this done – or at least well-begun – will 
make you feel very smug and on top of your life. Trust me. 
 
My twitter – @FajardoAPLit  
 
I look forward to a challenging and rewarding year working with you. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to send an 
email: susan.fajardo@apps.wylieisd.net.         

Please come to school with copies of these books on the first day. You are not required to read them before 
school begins, but I highly recommend it. I strongly prefer that you have a physical copy of The Road, 
not an e-copy. 
 

                                                                                                             
 
The Buddha in the Attic, by Julie Otsuka  
Truly, please read this over the summer. It will form the backbone of a year-long collaborative effort, and the beginning of senior 
year is busy enough. Read it with an eye for the following: narrative POV, selection of detail, chapter breaks/titles, and 
individual and collective character development. 
 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor, Thomas C. Foster (Any edition is fine. Also, you can find a full PDF 
online if you wish to read it electronically) – This engaging introduction to literary analysis provides a strong foundation for 
ways to approach reading for study, rather than merely reading for entertainment. Reading it BEFORE you read The Road will 
be particularly helpful. 
 
The Road, by Cormac McCarthy – Our first major novel study, this book works best if you read it more than once. Those 
who read it over the summer will find the analysis/discussion tasks in class much richer and more rewarding than those who are 
encountering it for the first time.  
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